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Economic Affaira lnterim Committee Hearing - March 27, 2014

Producer Testimony

I am a member of the Montana Milk Producers Association. As a milk producer, I am in
favor of the '12-day rule because it serves the best interests of the Montana milk
consumers and the Montana milk industry.

Milk competes with other beverages in the marketplace. To compete successfully, the
Montana dairy industry must consistently provide the milk consumer a fresh, tasty
product.

The 12-day rule insures that whenever milk is purchased in the state of Montana, the
consumer will have a reasonable amount of shelf life left for that product to remain fresh
of a high quality. As it stands, milk consumers, based upon their past experiences, have
an expectation that their milk will be fresh and of a high quality.

Doing away with the '12-day rule would jeopardize the expectation, as the determination
of for how long milk may be sold will be left to retailers, who do not necessarily share our
concem about the Montana milk industry. To us, if a consumer has a bad experience
with milk, we may lose that consumer forever-they may simply choose to purchase other
beverages, including products like almond and soy milk.

Our livelihood depends upon happy and satisfied milk consumers. The 12-day rule helps
insure that consumers are provided fresh, high quality milk every time they make a milk
purchase.

On behalf of all Montana milk producers, I would urge you not to remove the 12-day rule.
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March 5, 2014

Senltor Tuwedt, Chairmrn

Eionomlc effrir! lntetim Commlttec

P0 8ox 201705

Helen., MT 5962G1705

ooar sr nato r Tutvedt ind.Members ofthr commlttee -
We are wrltlng thls lttter to eriress bur contlnued supPort fot the 

'12-Dry 
Rule". Thls lssue is simply

about provldlng hlBh guali$ product to Monten.'s consumEr5, Montlnr'! dalry farmers work tirolessly

and arr very proud of the hlgh quellty mllk th.t they provlde to Montani's Eontumers, Under the 12-

Dry rule th6 burden for insuring hlgh qurllty mllk is place on thi productrs .nd the processors - where .

it should be. tf the 12-0ay rule ls r€moved that burden will ba placed squerely on the consumer because

producars 8nd processors wlll no lon3er have to be dili8ent about inventoty control,

The.numbei of Montrna dairieg contlnue! to irecline. Over the last 12 yerrs we have lost nearly half of'

our dsiry farms. Wltli market shafe competltlon ftom other products such as elmond milk and soy mltk,

It it more crltlcal than wdr to ptovld€ only the hithest qusllty product, Please do not put sl rlsk a

iystem that works wcll for Montana dalry hmers, Montrnr proselsors, Montan, dlstrlbuton, and

most lmportanily, Montana conlumers.
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March 5, 2014

Senator Tutvedt, Chrirman
Economic Affairs hterim Committee

PO Box 201706

Helsna, MT s962o.1706

Dcar Senator TuWcdt end Members of the Committee -
we are writing this letter to express our continued suppon br the "r.z-Day Rule,. This issue Is simpty
about provldin8 hiBh quality product to Montana's consumers. Montana,s dairy farmers work tlreles!ly
and are very proud ofthe hlBh quality milk that they provide to Montana,s consumers. underthe 12-
Oay rule the burden for insuring hi8h quality milk is place on the producers and the processors - where
itshould be. lf the 12'Oay rule is rcmovcd that butden will be ploced squarely on the consumer because
producers and processoE will no longer havc to be diligent about Inventory control,

The number of Montana dairies continues to decllne. Over the last 12 years we have lost nearly half of
our deiry furms. with ma*et share competition from other products such as almond milk and soy milk,
it is morp criticalthan everto provide only the highest guality product. please do not put at risk a
system that works wellfor Montana dairy furmers, Montana prccessors, Montana distributoB and , 1' .

most importontly. Montana consumers.
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March 5, 2014

Senator Tutvedt, Chairman
Economic Affairs lnterim Committee
PO Box 201706

Helena, MT 59620-1705

Dear Senator Tutvedt and Members of the Comfiittee _

we are writing thi5 retter to express our continued support for the "12-Day Rure,'. This issue is simply
about providing high quality product to Montana's consumers. Montana,s dairy larmers work tirelessly
and ar€ very proud gf the high quality mirk that they provide to Montana,s consumers. under the 12-
Day rule the burden for insuring high quality milk is place on the producers and the processors _ where
it should be. lf the 12-oay rure is removed that burden wiI b€ praced squarery on the consume. be,cause
producers and processors will no longer have to be diligent about inventory control.

The number of Montana dairies continues to decrine. over the rast 12 years we have rost nearry har{ of
our dairy farms. with market share competition from other products such as armond mirk and soy mirk,
it is more critical than ever to provide only the highest quality product. please do not put at risk a
system that works well tor Montana dairy farmers, Montana processors, Montana distributors, and
most importanfl y, Montana consumers.



March 5, 2014

Senator Tuwedt, Chairman

Economic Affairs lnterim Committee
PO Box 201706

Helena, MT 5962G1706

Dear Senator Tutvedt and Members of the Committee -
we are writing this letter to express our continued support for the "12-Day Rule". This issue is simply
about providing high quality product to Montana's consumers. Montana's dairy farmers work tirelessly
and are very proud of the high quality milk that they provide to Montana's consumers. under the 12-
Day rule the burden for insurin3 hiEh quality milk is place on the producers and the processors - where
it should be. lf the 12-Day rule is removed that burden will be placed squarely on the consumer because
producers and processors will no longer have to be diligent about inventory control.

The number of Montana dairies continues to decline. Over the last 12 years we have lost nearly half of
our dairy farms. With market share competition from other products such as almond milk and soy milk,
it is more critical than ever to provide only the highest quality product. please do not put at risk a
system that wo*s well for Montana dairy farmeB, Montana processors, Montana distributoB, and
most importantly, Montana coosumers.
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March 5, 2014

Senator Tutvedt, Chairman

Economic Affairs lnterim Committee
PO Box 20U06
Helena, MT 5962G1705

Dear S€nator Tutvedt and Members ofthe Committee

we are writing this letter to express our continued support for the ,.12-Day Rule". This issue is simply
about providing high quality product to Montana's consumers. Montana's dairy farmers work tirelessly
and are very proud of the high guality milk that they provide to Montana,s consumers. under the 12-
Day rule the burden for insuring high quality milk is place on the producers and the processors - where
it should be. lf the 12-Day rule is removed that burden will be placed squarely on the consumer because
producers and processors will no longer have to be diligent about inventory control.

The number of Montana dairies continues to decline. Over the last 12 years we have lost nearly half of
our dairy farms. With market share competition from other products such as almond milk and soy milk,
it is more critical than ever to provide only the highest quality product. please do not put at risk a
systetn that works well for Montana dairy farmers, Montana processort Montana distributors, and
most importantly, Montana consumers.
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Mardr S,ZOL4

Senator Tuoredt, Chalrman
Economic Afralrs tnterim Committee
PO Box2O1706

Helena, MT S96ZO-1?OE

Dear Senator Ttftvedt and Merrrberc of the CrmmltEe _

we are rrvriHng this letEr to erQress our contlnued support for the .12-Day Rule,. This issue is slmplyabout providlng high quatrty product to Montara's consumers. Montana,s dairyfarmerc rrork 6rehsslyand are very proud of the idgh quality milk that they prourde b Montana,s @r'umers-
The number of Montana dalries continues to decline. over the last 12 lrears we have lost nearly hatf ofour dairyfarms due primarlly b challenges with competing wlth large corporate dalries and economiesof scale' wrth market share ompenitbn from other producLs such as almond mltk and soy millq it ismore criucal tlran ever to provide only the highest qualtty product. please do not put at rlsk a q/s&mthat urcrks well for Mortana &irry farmers, Montana prooesors, Montana dstributors, and mostimportantly, Mont?na oonsumers.

'144'T,

Sincerely,

.-' -- a



Mar 25 14 04.07p I
^allr-uult 

uululry ltguuvl/uuul

p.2

Mardl S, 2014

Senator TuBEdl, Chairman
Ecooomic Aftairs tnterian ComrnitEe
PO Bo'x20ft7O6
Helena, MT 5962g.1206

Dear Senator Tutvedt a,!d Members d ih€ Cornmrttee _
tve ar" writirE thi3 ,etter to ex
about p.ovkiig rr,J;;ffiff"H::: l:ffI:* -z-Davture' rhis i'sue is simpry
and arevery p'oud orrhc,rs; quar?tv-,"*.**i,.,,r1- ilffi;sJ*Tlra'o7r(dreressrv
TIE number of ,t&nnana dairiel
cur d-iry f?rrns du" o.i-".,|,*t "ontinucs 

to d€Gline. orrer the last l2 year5 we have lost nearly hElf of
af scare. rl/rrrh mar*n ,*r..oitnl:!ryes 
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.9ncerely.
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Mardr 5 2014

Slnstor Tuhredt, Chalrman
Economic Aftlrs lnt€rim Commlttee
PO Box 201706
Helena, MT 59620-1708

El€ar Seniltor Ts&edt and Members of the CommitEe -
we arE writing this lEtterto express our continued support for the "12-Day Rule". Thls Issue isslmply
about pttvidin8 high qualtty product to Mortanat consumers- Montanat dairy farmers work tirelessly
and are 'v€ry prolld of the ?rlgh gua lity mllk thatthey provide to Montana,s consumers

Th€ number of Mont'ana dalries continues to de€line, Over the last 12 yea6 we have lost nearty hatf of
our dairyfarms due prlmarlly to challenges with comp€tinE with hrge corporate daldes and eonomies
of scah' w"rth market share compettion from other produds such as almond mllk and soy milk, lt ls
more crltical than everto provtde only the highest quality product. please do not put at risk e system
that ri,ork well for Montana dairy farn€rs, Mofitana processors, MontEna dstributors. 8nd most
lmportantl% Montana consurrlers,

'/rtl

Sincerely,



Mardr t 2014

Senator Tuhredt, Chairman
Economlc Affalrs lnterim Commlttee
PCI Box 201706

Hel€na, ldT 59620-1706

Dear Semtor Tutvedt and Members of the Commlttee -
We arE u,riting 1.hi3 letterto e,(press our contlnued support forthe "12-D6y Rule.. Thls lssue ls slmply
about providlnE high quaEty product to Mortare's consumers. Montana's dairy farmers urork urelessly
and are lrery proud of ttre h[gh quality mrlk thatthey prorrtde 6 Montana,s oonsiu]rters.

The number of Modana (htdes @ntinues to decllne, Over the last 12 yeers we have lost nearly hatf of
our dairyfarms due prbnarlly to chalknges wlth competing urith hrge €orpoate dalries and economies
of scale. W'rth mat&et sh€te competition ftom €nfier products sudt as almond mllk and soy mllb lt is
mol€ ('hiccl rfian elr€r to prolride only ure highst gr.Eltty produd. please do not put at rtsk I system
that vuorl<s well for Montana daIry farmers, Montana prooessors, Montana distributoc, End most
importantly, Montana oonsurn€rs,

Sincetely,



March 5,2OL4

Senator Tutvedt, Chairman

Economic Affairs lnterim Committee

PO Box 2OL706

Helena, MT 59620-1706

Dear Senator TuWedt and Members of the Committr:e -
We are writing this letter to express our continued support for the "L2-Day Rule". This issue is simply

about providing high quality product to Montana's consumers. Montana's dairy farmers work tirelessly

and are very proud of the high quality milk that they provide to Montana's consumers. Under the 1.2-

Day rule the burden for insuring high quality milk is place on the producers and the processors - where
it should be. lf the 12-Day rule is removed that burden will be placed squarely on the consumer because

producers and processors will no longer have to be diligent about inventory control.

The number of Montana dairies continues to decline. Over the last 12 years we have lost nearly half of
our dairy farms. With market share competition from other products such as almond milk and soy milk,

it is more critical than ever to provide only the highest quality product. Please do not put at risk a

system that works well for Montana dairy farmers, Montana processors, Montana distributors, and

most importantly, Montana consumers.
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March 5,2074

Senator Tutvedt, Chairman

Economic Affairs lnterim Committee
PO Box 201706

Helena, MT 59620-1706

Dear Senator Tutvedt and Members of the Committee _

we are writing this letter to express our continued support for the "!Z-Day Rule,,. This issue is simply
about providing high quality product to Montana's consumers. Montana's dairy farmers work tirelessly
and are very proud of the high quality milk that they provide to Montana,s consumers. Under the 12-
Day rule the burden for insuring high quality milk is place on the producers and the processors r where
it should be' lf the 12-Day rule is removed that burden will be placed squarely on the .onrrr"l b;;;rr.
producers and processors will no longer have to be diligent about inventory control.

The number of Montana dairies continues to decline. over the last 12 years we have lost nearly half of
our dairy farms' with market share competition from other products such as almond milk and soy milk,
it is more critical than ever to provide only the highest quality product. please do not put at risk a
system that works well for Montana dairy farmers, Montana processors, Montana distributors, and
most importantly, Montana consumers.
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March10, 2014

Senator Tutvedt, Chairman
Economic Affairs lnterim Committee
PO Box 201706
Helena, MT 59620-1706

Dear Senator Tutvedt and Members of the Committee

We are writing this letter as consumers to express our continued support for the "12-Day Rule". This issue is simply about
providing high quality product to Montana's consumers. We support Montana's dairy farmers and the great product that
they provide to us and our communities.

As consumers, we are fully capable of understanding that a sell date means that the product must be sold by that date.

We are not confused as to whether this is a use by date or a best by date. We understand that this is a sell by date. We
appreciate and want this method of dating because that means that once we get the milk in our refrigerators tt will last

until our family has enjoyed every last drop. For some of us, we travel many miles to buy our groceries and it isn't as

simple as "running to the store" if our milk is bad. We need a longer shelf life in our refrigerator and like the way that this

works now.

Please keep the 12-Day rule in place so that we can continue to have fresh milk in our refrigerators.
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March10, 2014

Senator Tutvedt, Chairman
Economic Affairs lnterim Committee
PO Box 201706
Helena, MT 59620-1706

Dear Senator Tutvedt and Members of the Committee

We are writing this letter as consumers to express our continued support for the "12-Day Rule". This issue is simply about
providing high quality product to Montana's consumers. We support Montana's dairy farmers and the great product that
they provide to us and our communities.

As consumers, we are fully capable of understanding that a sell date means that the product must be sold by that date.
We are not confused as to whether this is a use by date or a best by date. We understand that this is a sell by date. We
appreciate and want this method of dating because that means that once we get the milk in our refrigerators it will last
until our family has enjoyed every last drop. For some of us, we travel many miles to buy our groceries and it isn't as
simple as "running to the store" if our milk is bad. We need a longer shelf life in our refrigerator and like the way that this
works now.

Please keep the 12-Day rule in place so that we can continue to have fresh milk in our refrigerators.

Rbx d ra
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March10, 2014

Senator Tutvedt, Chairman
Economic Affairs lnterim Commiftee
Po Box 201706
Helena, MT 59620-1706

Dear Senator Tutvedt and Members of the Committee

We are writing this letter as consumers to express our continued support for the " 12-Day Rule". This issue is simply about
providing high-quality product to Montana's consumers. We support Montana's dairy farmers and the great product that

they provide to us and our communities.

As consumers, we are fully capable of understanding that a sell date means that the product must be sold by that date.

We are not confused as to whether this is a use by date or a best by date. We understand that this is a sell by date. We

appreciate and want this method of dating because that means lhat once we get the milk in our refrigerators it will last

until our family has enjoyed every last drop. For some of us, we travel many miles to buy our groceries and it isn't as

simple as "running to the store' if our milk is bad. We need a longer shelf life in our refrigerator and like the way that this

works now.

Please keep the 12-Day rule in place so that we can continue to have fresh milk in our refrigerators.

Po.rla vZZ fkfr t^\s9s1



March 10,2014

Senator Tutvedt, Chairman

Economic Affairs lnterim Committee

PO Box 201706

Helena, MT 59620-1706

Dear Senator Tutvedt and Members of the Committee -

We are writing this letter as consumers to express our continued support for the "72-Day Rule". This issue is simply

about providing high quality product to Montana's consumers. We support Montana's dairy farmers and the great

product that they provide to us and our communities.

As consumers, we are fully capable of understanding that a sell by date means that the product must be sold by that

date. We are not confused as to whether this is a use by date or a best by date. We understand that this is a sell by

date. We appreciate and want this method of dating because that means that once we get the milk in our refrigerators

it will last until our family has enjoyed every last drop. For some of us, we travel many miles to buy our groceries and it

isn't as simple as "running to the store" if our milk is bad. We need a longer shelf life in our refrigerator and like the way

that this works now.

ptease keep the 12-Day rule in place so that we can continue to have fresh milk in our refrigerators.

Sincerely,

Name Name Town
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March 10,2Ot4

Senator Tuwedt, Chairman

Economic Affairs lnterim Committee

PO Box 2OL7O6

Helena, MT 59520-1706

Dear Senator Tutvedt and Members of the Committee -

we are writing this letter as consumers to express our continued support for the "12-Day Rule"' This issue is simply

about providing high quality product to Montana's consumers. We support Montana's dairy farmers and the great

product that they provide to us and our communities'

As consumers, we are fully capable of understanding that a sell by date means that the product must be sold by that

date. we are not confused as to whether this is a use by date or a best by date. we understand that this is a sell by

date. we appreciate and want this method of dating because that means that once we get the milk in our refrigerators

it will last until our family has enjoyed every last drop. For some of us, we travel many miles to buy our groceries and it

isn,t as simple as 
,,running to the store" if our milk is bad. we need a longer shelf life in our refrigerator and like the way

that this works now.

Please keep the 72-Day rule in place so that we can continue to have fresh milk in our refrigerators'

Sincerely,

TownName

/il-



March 10,2Ot4

Senator Tuwedt, Chairman

Economic Affairs lnterim Committee

PO Box 2Ot7O6

Helena, MT 59620-1706

Dear Senator Tutvedt and Members of the Committee -

we are writing this letter as consumers to express our continued support for the "72'Day Rule"' This issue is simply

about providing high quality product to Montana's consumers' We support Montana's dairy farmers and the great

product that they provide to us and our communities'

As consumers, we are fury capabre of understanding that a se, by date means that the product must be sold by that

date. we are not confused as to whether this is a use by date or a best by date. we understand that this is a sell by

date. we appreciate and want this method of dating because that means that once we get the milk in our refrigerators

it wiil rast untir our famiry has enjoyed every rast drop. For some of us, we traver many miles to buy our groceries and it

isn,t as simple as 
,,running to the store,, if our milk is bad. we need a longer shelf life in our refrigerator and like the way

that this works now.

Please keep the 12-Day rule in place so that we can continue to have fresh milk in our refrigerators'

SincerelY,

Name Town
Name

Town



March 10,24tr4

Senator Tutvedt, Chairman

Economic Affairs lnterim Committee

PO Box 2OL7O6

Helena, MT 59520-1706

Dear Senator Tuwedt and Members of the Committee -

we are writing this letter as consumers to express our continued support for the "72-Day Rule". This issue is simply

about providing high quality product to Montana's consumers. We support Montana's dairy farmers and the great

product that they provide to us and our communities.

As consumers, we are fully capable of understanding that a sell by date means that the product must be sold by that

date. We are not confused as to whether this is a use by date or a best by date. We understand that this is a sell by

date. We appreciate and want this method of dating because that means that once we get the milk in our refrigerators

it will last until our family has enjoyed every last drop. For some of us, we travel many miles to buy our groceries and it

isn,t as simple as "running to the store" if our milk is bad. We need a longer shelf life in our refrigerator and like the way

that this works now.

please keep the 12-Day rule in place so that we can continue to have fresh milk in our refrigerators'

Sincerely,

Name Town Name Town

,.]', , lls chh.t,, I l{r' M i >>d'i l'''i-
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March 70,2074

Senator Tuwedt, Chairman

Economic Affairs Interim Committee

PO Box 207706

Helena, MT 59620-1706

Dear Senator Tutvedt and Members of the Committee -

We are writing this letter as consumers to express our continued support for the "12-Day Rule". This issue is simply

about providing high quality product to Montana's consumers. We support Montana's dairy farmers and the great

product that they provide to us and our communities.

As consumers, we are fully capable of understanding that a sell by date means that the product must be sold by that

date. We are not confused as to whether this is a use by date or a best by date. We understand that this is a seil by

date. We appreciate and want this method of dating because that means that once we get the milk in our refrigerators

it will last until our family has enjoyed every last drop. For some of us, we travel many miles to buy our groceries and it

isn't as simple as "running to the store" if our milk is bad. We need a longer shelf life in our refrigerator and like the way

that this works now.

Please keep the 12-Day rule in place so that we can continue to have fresh milk in our refrigerators.

Name Town
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Sincerely,
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March 10,2Ot4

Senator Tutvedt, Chairman

Economic Affairs lnterim Committee

PO Box 201706

Helena, MT 59620-1706

Dear Senator Tutvedt and Members of the Committee -

we are writing this letter as consumers to express our continued support for the "12-Day Rule"' This issue is simply

about providing high quality product to Montana's consumers. we support Montana's dairy farmers and the great

product that they provide to us and our communities'

As consumers, we are fully capable of understanding that a sell by date means that the product must be sold by that

date. we are not confused as to whether this is a use by date or a best by date. we understand that this is a sell by

date. we appreciate and want this method of dating because that means that once we get the milk in our refrigerators

it wi, rast untir our famiry has enjoyed every rast drop. For some of us, we traver many miles to buy our groceries and it

isn,t as simple as 
,,running to the store,, if our milk is bad. we need a longer shelf life in our refrigerator and like the way

that this works now.

please keep the 12-Day rule in place so that we can continue to have fresh milk in our refrigerators'

Sincerely,

Town Name Town
Name



March 70,2074

Senator Tutvedt, Chairma n

Economic Affairs lnterim Committee

PO Box 2O77OG

Helena, MT 59620-1706

Dear Senator Tutvedt and Members of the Committee -

We are writing this letter as consumers to express our continued support for the "12-Day Rule". This issue is simply

about providing high quality product to Montana's consumers. We support Montana's dairy farmers and the great

product that they provide to us and our communities'

As consumers, we are fully capable of understanding that a sell by date means that the product must be sold by that

date. We are not confused as to whether this is a use by date or a best by date. We understand that this is a sell by

date. We appreciate and want this method of dating because that means that once we get the milk in our refrigerators

it will last until our family has enjoyed every last drop. For some of us, we travel many miles to buy our groceries and it

isn,t as simple as ,,running to the store" if our milk is bad. we need a longer shelf life in our refrigerator and like the way

that this works now.

please keep the t2-Day rule in place so that we can continue to have fresh milk in our refrigerators'

Name Town

Sincerely,



March 70,20!4

Senator TuWedt, Chairma n

Economic Affairs lnterim Committee

PO Box 20\706

Helena, MT 59620-1706

Dear Senator Tutvedt and Members of the Committee -

lve are writing this letter as consumers to express our continued support for the "12-Day Rule". This issue is simply

about providing high quality product to Montana's consumers. We support Montana's dairy farmers and the great

product that they provide to us and our communities.

As consumers, we are fully capable of understanding that a sell by date means that the product must be sold by that

date. We are not confused as to whether this is a use by date or a best by date. We understand that this is a sell by

date. We appreciate and want this method of dating because that means that once we get the milk in our refrigerators

it will last until our family has enjoyed every last drop. For some of us, we travei many miles to buy our groceries and it

isn't as simple as "running to the store" if our milk is bad. We need a longer shelf life in our refrigerator and like the way

that this works now.

Pleasekeepthe !2-Day ruleinplacesothatwecancontinuetohavefreshmilkinourrefrigerators'

Sincerely,

Name Town Name Town

FLr B-,nJ / k" \ ,v -t I
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Mardt 10, Zo14

Ssnator Tutvedt. Chsirman
Economic Affairs lrEiim Commktee
PO Box 201706

Helena, MT 5!r,620-1706

Dear Scnator Tstyedt aad MembeB of the Committee -
wG a'a wrrting lhrs l€ttcr ts aonsumsrs to erpress our corltinrr€d sugpon for the ,12-osy 

Rur€,, rhi5ls3ue lj slmply about provldlllt htgh quality product to Montsna,s consumcrs. we suppolt Montana,sdalry farme* and the grcat product that ihey povide E us and our communioes.

As consumeas, wc are fully capable of under$anding that a sell by dr?€ aneanl thrt the prodluct murt betold by that fue. We are not confused a[ to whlttcr thls is a use by date or a bast by drte. Weundenrtand that thls is a selt bv drte. Welppreciate and want rhis mcthoC of dstin8 becrurcthat
m@hs that onct ws g€t ths milk h ou? retrigeretor3 lt will lrst until otr famtly hes anjo!,!d €very lastdrop' For some of u3, wc traver msny miro3 to buy our groccrres ar,d tt isn,t,s ,rmprers ,running to thenord if our milk is bad' we deed a Jongrr strelf life in our rE rigsreror and lte the wry that tht, worksnow. 

.

Plerse kaep the 12-Day rule in place so {hat we can contlnue to have fresh mllk in our refrigEratorl
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Mari-;lr1A 2014

Senato: l-r-rtvedt, Chairman
Ecorir:mic Affairs I nterim C ommittee
PO Box 201706
Helena MT 59620-1706

lJei:r Senator Tutvedt and Members clf the Committee

We ari-e writrng this letter as consumers to express our continued support for the "12-Day Rule". This issue is simply about
providrng high quality product to Montana's consumers, We support Montana's dairy farmers and the great product that
they, prcvide to us and our communities.

As consumers, we are fully capable of understanding that a sell date means that the product must be sold by that date.
We are not confused as to whether this is a use by date or a best by date. We understand that this is a sell by date. We
oppr;,vi;161* and want this method of dating because that means that once we get the milk in our refrigerators it will last
untll ,rur famrly has enjoyed every last drop. For some of us, we travel many mile to buy our groceries and it isn't as
c.rnipre as "nrnnrng to the store" if our milk is bad. We need a longer shelf life in our refrigerator and like the way that this
wor!..:; nOw

Piees,.: keep the 12-Day rule in place so that we can continue to have fresh milk in our refrigerators.
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Marchl A,2014

Senator Tutvedt, Chairman
Economlc Affairs I nterim C ommittee
P0 Box 201706
Helena, MT 59620-'1706

Dear Senator Tutvedt and Members of the Committee

We are writing this letter as consumers to express our continued support for the "12-Day Rule". This issue is simply about
providtng high quality product to Montana's consumers. We support Montana's dairy faimers and the great product that
they provrde to us and our communities.

As consurners, we are fully capable of understanding that a sell date means that the product must be sold by that date.
We are not confused as to whether this is a use by date or a best by date. We understand that this is a sell'by date. We
apprecrate and want this method of dating because that means thai once we get the milk in our refrigerators ii will last
until our family has enpyed every last drop. For some of us, we travel many mite to buy our groceri6s and it isn't as
simple as "running to the store' if our milk is bad. We need a longer shelf liie in our refrigeratlr and like the way that this
works now,

Please keep the 12'Day rule in place so that we can continue to have fresh milk in our refrigerators.
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ltiliirch 1 0 2A14

Senator Tutvedt, Chairman
Economrc Affairs lnterim Committee
PO Box 201706
Helena, MT 59620-1706

Dear Senator Tutvedt and Members of the Committee

We are writing this letter as consumers to express our continued support for the "12-Day Rule". This issue is simply about
provrdtng htgh quality product to Montana's consumers. We support Montana's dairy faimers and the great producithat
thel' provide to us and our communities.

As consumers, we are fully capable of understanding that a sell date means that the product must be sold by that date.
We are not confused as to whether this is a use by date or a best by date. We understand that this is a sell by date. We
aporeciate and want this method of dating because that means thai once we get the milk in our reftigerators ii will last
until oui- family has enpyed every last drop. For some of us, we travel many mite to buy our groceries and it isn't as
sirrrpie as "running to the store" if our milk is bad. We need a longer shelf liie in our refrigerat6r and like the way that this
\/orks novl.

Please keep the 12-Day rule in place so that we can continue to have fresh milk in our refrigerators.
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MarcffiA,2014

Senator Tutvedt, Chairman
Econornic Affairs lnterim Committee
P0 tsox 201706
Helena, MT 59620-1706

Dear Senator Tufuedt and Members of the Committee

we are writing this letter as consumers to express our continued support for the "12-Day Rule,,. This issue is simply aboutproviding high quality product to Montana's consumers. we suppori'nrontina's da-iryGrmers and the great product thatthey provide to us and our communities.

As consumers, we are fully capable of understanding that a sell date means that the product must be sold by that date.we are not confused as to whether this is a use by dite or a best by date. we unJerltand that this is a sell by date. weappreciate and want this method of dating because that means that once we get the milk in our refrigerators it will lastuntil our family has enioyed every last drop. For some of us, we travel many i'rite to ouy our groceries and it isn,t as

;ffii"r1t;'unning 
to the store" if our milk is bad. we need a longer shetf tiie in our refrigerat-or and tike the way that this

Please keep the 12-Day rule in place so that we can continue to have fresh milk in our refrigerators.

It!tt91l"[ire
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March 10, 2014

S€nator Tutvedt, Chairman

Economic Affairs Interim Committee
PO Box 201706

Helena, MT 59620-1705

Dear Senator Tutvedt and Members of the Committee -
we are writing this letter as consumers to express o[ r continued support for the ,,12-Day Rule,,. This
issue is simply about providing high quality product to Montana's consumers. we support Montana,s
dairy farmers and the great product that they providc, to us and our communities.

As consumers, we are fully capable of understanding that a sell by date means that the product must be
sold by that date. we are not confused as to whether this is a use by date or a best by date. we
understand that this is a sell by date. we appreciate 3nd want this method of dating because that
rneans that once we get the milk in our refrigerarors it will last until our family has enjoyed every last
drop' For some of us, we travel many miles to buy orrr groceries and it isn,t as simple as ,,running to the
store" if our milk is bad. We need a longer shelf life in our refrigerator and like the way that this works

Please keep the 12-Day rule in place so that we can continue to have fresh milk in our

U -,-, f.zan n ),a,tp r{}

Sincerely,

i't,,,V,'f'r;sk _



Marchl0 2014

Senator l'utvedt, Chatrman
Econcmic Affairs lnterim Committee
PO Box 201706
Helena, MT 59620-'1706

Dear Senator Tutvedt and Members of the Committee

We are writing this letter as consumers to express our continued support for the "12-Day Rule'. This issue is simply about
provrding high quality product to Montana's consumers. We support Montana's dairy farmers and the great product that
they provide to us and our communities.

As consumers, we are fully capable of understanding that a sell date means that the product must be sold by that date.
We are not confused as to whether this is a u$e by date or a best by date. We understand that this is a sell by date. We

appreciate and want this method of dating because that means that once we get the milk in our refrigerators it will last
until our family has enjoyed every last drop. For some of us, we travel many mile to buy our groceries and it isn't as
simple as "running to the store" if our milk is bad. We need a longer shelf life in our refrigerator and like the way that this
works now.

Please keep the 12-Day rule in place so that we can continue to have fresh milk in our refrigerators.

Printed Name
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March10,2014

Senator Tutvedt, Chairman
Economic Affairs lnterim Committee
PO Box 201706
Helena, MT 59620-1706

Dear Senator Tutvedt and Members of the Committee

we are writrng this letter as consumers to express our continued support for.the "12-Day Rule,,. This issue is simply aboutprovtdtng high quality product to Montana's consumers. we oupport ivront"n'"'. oriry-rl*"r, and the great product thatthey provide to us and our communities.

As consumers, we are fully capable of understanding that a sell date means that the product must be sold by that date.we are not confused as to whether this is a use by dite or a best by date. w; ildildnd that this is a selt by date. weappreciate and want this method of dating because that means thaionce we get tne mllk in our refrigerators it will lastuntil our family has enjoyed every last drop. ror some of us, we traver many irites to bry oLlr groceries and it isn,t assimple as "running to the store" if our milk is bad. we need a longer shelf life in our refrigerator and like the way that thisworks now

Please keep the 12-Day rule in place so that we can continue to have fresh milk in our refrigerators.

Printed Name ature Mai
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March 1,O,2014

Senator Tutvedt, Chairman

Economic Affairs lnterim Committee
P0 Box 201706

l-lelena, MT 59620-1706

Dear Senator Tutvedt and Members of the Committee -
We are writing this letter as consumers to express our continued support for the ,,l}-Day 

Rule,,. This
issue is simply about providing high quality product to Montana's consumers. we support Montana,s
dairy farmers and the great product that they provide to us and our communities,

As consumers, we are fully capable of understanding that a sell by date means that the product must be
sold by ihat date. We are not confused as to whether this is a use by date or a best by date. We
understand that this is a sell by date. We appreciate and want this method of dating because that
means that once we get the milk in our refrigerators it will last until our family has enjoyed every last
drop. For some of us, we travel many miles to buy our groceries and it isn't as simple as ,,running to the
;tore" if our milk is bad. We need a longer shelf life in our refrigerator and like the way that this works
n0w.

Please keep the L2-Day rule in place so that we can continue to have fresh milk in our refrigerators.

gBo 72

Sincerely,
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March 70,201.4

Senator Tutvedt, Chairman

fconomic Affairs lnterim Committee
PO Box 201706

Helena, MT 59620-1706

Dear Senator Tutvedt and Members of the Committee -
We are writing this letter as consumers to express our continued support for the "12-Day Rule,,. This
issue is simply about providing high quality product to Montana's consumers, We support Montana,s
dairy farmers and the great product that they provide to us and our communities.

As consumers, we are fully capable of understanding that a sell by date means that the product must be
sold by that date. We are not confused as to whether this is a use by date or a best by date. We
understand that this is a sell by date. We appreciate and want this method of dating because that
means that once we get the milk in our refrigerators it will last until our family has enjoyed every last
drr:p. For some of us, we travel many miles to buy our groceries and it isn't as simple as ',running to the
;tore" if our milk is bad. We need a longer shelf life in our refrigerator and like the way that this works
n0w.

Please keep the 12-Day rule in place so that we can continue to have fresh milk in our refrigerators.

Sincerely,

'io ^t ,E /l a^l ) fld E ry /-n) l, /lstlotestrftre.r Rl flor*Aop,n4

,h/ rtl,,,lprrtn " b,,/ il*lp;,t jtr A/e t . i,,nr tfu?

,.rl1. ,t ,'



March 10, 2014

Senator Tutvedt, Chairman

Economic Affairs lnterim Committee
PO Box 201706

Helena, MT 59520-1705

Dear Senator Tuwedt and Members of the Committee -
we are writing this letter as consumers to express our continued support forthe,,12-Day Rule,,. This
issue is simpry about providing high quarity product to Montana's consumers. we support Montana,s
dairy farmers and the great product that they provide to us and our communities.

As consumers, we are fully capable of understanding that a sell by date means that the product must be
sold by that date. we are not confused as to whether this is a use by date or a best by date. we
understand that this is a sell by date. we appreciate and want this method of dating because that
means that once we get the milk in our refrigerators it will last until our family has enjoyed every last
drop. For some of us, we travel many miles to buy our groceries and it isn,t as simple as ,,running to the
store" if our milk is bad. We need a longer shelf life in our refrigerator and like the way that this works
now,

Please keep the 12-Day rule in place so that we can continue to have fresh milk

Sincerely,

in our refrigerators.
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March10,20'14

Senator Tutvedt, Chairman
Economic Affairs lnterim C ommittee
PO Box 201706
Helena. MT 59620-1706

Dear Senator Tutvedt and Members of the Committee

We are writing this letter as consumers to express our continued support for the "12-Day Rule". This issue is simply about
providtng hlgh quality product to Montana's consumers. We support Montana's dairy faimers and the great producithat
they provrde to us and our communities.

As consurners, we are fully capable of understanding that a sell date means that the product must be sold by that date.
We are not confused as to whether this is a use by date or a best by date. We understand that this is a sell'by date. We
appreciate and want this method of dating because that means that once we get the milk in our refrigerators it will last
until our family has enjoyed every last drop. For some of us, we travel many mite to buy our groceries and it isn,t as
simple as "running to the store" if our milk is bad. We need a lonqer shelf life in our refrigeratir and like the way that this
works now

Please keep the 12-Day rule in place so that we can continue to have fresh milk in our refrigerators.
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Marchl O,2014

Senator Tutvedt, Chairman
Economic Affairs lnterim Committee
PO Box 201706
Helena, MT 59620-1706

Dear Senator Tutvedt and Members of the Committee

We are writing this letter as consumers to express our continued support for the "12-Day Rule". This issue is simply about
providing high quality product to Montana's consumers. We support Montana's dairy faimers and the great produci that
they provide to us and our communities.

As consumers, we are fully capable of understanding that a sell date means that the product must be sold by that date.
We are not confused as to whether this is a use by date or a best by date. We understand that this is a sell'by date. We
appreciate and want this method of dating because that means that once we get the milk in our refrigerators ii will last
until our family has enjoyed every last drop. For some of us, we travel many mile to buy our groceries and it isn't as
simple as "running to the store" if our milk is bad. We need a longer shelf life in our refrigerator and like the way that this
works now.

Please keep the 12-Day rule in place so that we can continue to have fresh milk in our refrigerators.

Printed Name
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March10,2014

Senator Tutvedt, Chairman
Economic Affairs lnterim Committee
PO Box 201706
Helena, MT 59620-1706

Dear Senator Tutvedt and Members of the Committee

We are writing this letter as consumers to express our continued support for the "12-Day Rule". This issue is simply about
providtng high quality product to Montaha's consumers. We support Montana's dairy farmers and the great product that
they provide to us and our communities.

As consumers, we are fully capable of understanding that a sell date means that the product must be sold by that date.
We are not confused as to whether this is a use by date or a best by date. We understand that this is a sell by date. We
appreciate and want this method of dating because that means that once we get the milk in our refrigerators it will last
until our family has enjoyed every last drop. For some of us, we travel many miles to buy our groceries and it isn't as
simple as "running to the store" if our milk is bad. We neeci a longer shelf life in our refrigerator and like the way that this
works now.

Please keep the 12-Day rule in place so that we can continue to have fresh milk in our refrigerators.
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March'!0,2014

Senator Tutvedt, Chairman
Fconomic Affairs lnterim Committee
PO Box 201706
l-lelena, MT 5S620-t706

Dear Senator Tutvedt and Members of the Committee

we are writing this letter as consumers to express our continued support for the'12-Day Rule,, This issue is simply aboutproviding high quality product to Montana's consumers We suppori Montana's dairy farmers and the great product thatthey provide to us and our communities

As consumers, we are fully capable of understanding that a sell date means that the product must be sold by that date\A/e are not confused as to whether this is a use by d''ate or a best by date. We understand ttrat pris is a sell by date" Weappreciate and want this melhod of dating because that means thaionce we get the milk in our refrigerators it will lastuntil our family has enjoyed every last drop For some of us, we travel many iriles to uuy oui groceries and it isn,t assimple as "running to the store" if our mllk is bad we need a longer shelf fife in ourieffi"irioi 
"no 

like the way that thisworks now.

Please keep the 12-Day rule in place so that we can continue to have fresh milk in our refrigerators.

Irrinted Name
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Helena, MT 59620-'1706

Dear Senator Tutvedt and Members of the Committee

We are writing this letter as consumers to express our continued support for the'12-Day Rulc'. This issuc is sirnply about
providing high quelity product to Montana'e consumens. We support Montane's dairy farmers and the great product that
they provide to us and our communidds.

As consumers, we ere fully capable of undersbnding that a sell date means Urat the pmduct must be sold by hat date.
We erc not contused ar to whcthcr this is a usc by datc or e bcst by date. Wo undcctand that this is a 86ll by date. Wc
appreciate and want this method of dating because that means hat once we get the milk in our refrigerators it will last
until our family has enjoyed every last drop. For some of us, we travel many miles to buy our grocerles and h isn't as
simple as "running to the store" if our milk is bad. We need a longer shelf life in our refiigerator and like the way thet this
wolts now

Pleasc keep the 12-Day rule in place so that we can continue to have fr6sh milk in our rcfrigcrators.

Printed Name
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March 10 2014

Senator Tutvedt, Chairman
Economrc Affairs lnterim Committee
PO Box 201706
Helena MT 59620-1706

Dear Senator Tutvedt and Members of the Committee

We are writing this letter as consumers to express our continued support for the "12-Day Rule". This issue is simply about
providing high quality product to Montana's consumers. We support Montana's dairy farmers and the great product that
they provrde to us and our communities.

As consumers, we are fully capable of understanding that a sell date means that the product must be sold by that date.
We are not confused as to whether this is a use by date or a best by date. We understand that this is a sell by date. We
appreciate and want this method of dating because that means that once we get the milk in our refrigerators it will last
untrl our family has enjoyed every last drop. For some of us, we travel many mile to buy our groceries and it isn't as
srmpie as "running to the store" if our milk is bad. We need a longer shelf life in our refrigerator and like the way that this
works now

Please,keep the 12-Day ruls ifi'plms#-@,qm,ffi:ffifitirrilaWM**'ttffirnilftlh ix#,rdffl0orntop.

Printed Name

7^

,5{ifi)
{

ifra?\

Z
y D7 tt',

oVtp

( s.-",
fcLk

Mailing Address

D Bo* t/e. Knu.* >ur,l tt".t flo



March10,2014

Senator Tutvedt, Chairman
Econom ic Affairs I nterim Committee
PO Box 201706
Helena MT 59620-1706

Dear Senator TuWedt and Members of the Committee

We are writing this letter as consumers to express our continued support for the "12-Day Rule". This issue is simply about
providing high quality product to Montana's consumers. We support Montana's dairy farmers and the great product that
they provide to us and our communities.

As consumers, we are fully capable of understanding that a sell date means that the product must be sold by that date.
We are not confused as to whether this is a use by date or a best by date. We understand that this is a sell by date. We
appreciate and want this method of dating because that means that once we get the milk in our refrigerators it will last
until our family has enjoyed every last drop. For some of us, we travel many miles to buy our groceries and it isn't as
simple as "running to the store" if our milk is bad. We need a longer shelf life in our refrigerator and like the way that this
works now.

Please keep the 12-Day rule in place so that we can continue to have fresh milk in our refrigerators.
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March10,2014

Senator Tutvedt, Chairman
Economic Affairs lnterim Committee
PO Box 201706
Helena, MT 59620-1706

Dear Senator Tutvedt and Members of the Committee

we are writing this letter as consumers to express our continued support for the "12-Day Rule,,. This issue is simply aboutproviding high quality product to Montana's consumers. we suppori Montana's oarry rarmers and the great product thatthey provide to us and our communities.

As consumers, we are fully capable of understanding that a sell date means.that the product must be sold by that date.we are not confused as to whether this is a use by d-ate or a best by date. w" ,naerliand that this is a sell by date. weappreciate and want this method of dating because that means thaf once ," gui th" ,ik in our refrigerators it will lastuntil our family has enjoyed every last drop. For some of us, wstravel many mile to buy our groceries and it isn,t as

;Ifl:-fliltunning 
to the store" if our milk is bad. we need-a tonger sherf rife in our refrigeratir and iiie yre way that this

Please keep the 12-Day rule in place so that we can continue to have fresh milk in our refrigerators

Prirrted Name Signature Mailing Address
H*4. ti *,,tt p t $lua,r" &vrt rl Llu ilrrA *.1a€clp'--IF
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Marchl0,2014

$enetor Tutyedt, Cheirmen
Economic Affairs lnlerim Commitee
Po Box 201706
Helena, MT 59620-1706

Dear Sanator Tutvedt and Members of the CommiHee

We rye writing this letter eB con;umcm to expnsB our conUnued rupporl for the '12-Day Rule', Thls lssu+ ls slmply about
prwiding high qurlity productto Montana'l conoumars, We rupport Montane'u dalry lermcrs and the grcat produci that
they provide lo us and our communitics.

As conrumcr$, wc .nB fully crprblc of undsrshnding that r sall drto metna frrt tha product murt br rold by 0rrt date.
We are not confused as to whether this is a use by date or a best by dlte. We understrnd trat lhis is a aell by data. We
appreolate and want thir method ol dafing because hat means that onoe we get he milk ln our reftlgeretors lt wlll last
unffl our trmlly has enfoyed every lasl drop. For some of us, we travel many mlles to buy our groceries and il isn't as
Bimplt es "runnlng to the ttore" ll our mllk le bad, We need a longer shelf llfe in our refrlgerator and llko the way that hls
wotkg now.

Fleaee keep the 12-Day rule in place eo that we can continue to have freeh mllk ln our refrigeratora.

67lutl

"AC,
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Merch10,2014

Senator Tuwedt, Chakman
Economic Affairs tnterim Committse
PO Box 201706
Helena, MT 59620-1706

Dear SenAtor Tufuedl and Members of the Committee

we are writing this letter as consun}ers to.express our continued support for ihe "12-Dey Rule,, Thir igsue is s,rnpty aboutprovid'ng high quatity product to Montara,s consumers. Wc suppori 
'trrtontana,s 

aairyGimiiirni tfie i-ni]t'-proOua tf,"tthey provide to us and our communitEs,

A3 consumers, we are fully capablo ol understanding that e scll date moans that the pmduct must be sold by that date.we are nor contused as to wh6th6r thi6 is a use by date or a bEst by dsb. we ;nd#fi; ti;t rx. [ , ililv a"t" w.app'eciate and want this mcthod of dating because that means thaf once we get ttre mrx in oui ieiidaiiis iiwirr rast
until our family has enioyed cvcry last drop. For some of us, we havel.many irile to uuy our jrooeiiEi 

"nii 
it irn't 

",simple as "running to the storc" if our milk is bad. we need a longer shetf titb in ou; ;fig*6r;iliiie iiie wav tnat lris
works now

Please keep the 12-Day rule in place so that we can continue to have frosh milk in our refiigerators.

51 .r 71
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March10, 2014

Senator Tutvedt, Chairman
Economic Affairs lnterim Committee
PO Box 201706
Helena, MT 59620-1706

Dear Senator Tutvedt and Members of the Committee

We are writing this letter as consumers to express our continued support for the "12-Day Rule". This issue is simply about
providing high quality product to Montana's consumers. We support Montana's dairy farmers and the great produci that
they provide to us and our communities.

As consumers, we are fully capable of understanding that a sell date means that the product must be sold by that date.
We are not confused as to whether this is a use by date or a best by date. We understand that this is a sell-by date. We
appreciate and want this method of dating because that means that once we get the milk in our refrigerators ii will last
until our family has enjoyed every last drop. For some of us, we travel many miles to buy our groceries and it isn't as
stmple as "running to the store" if our milk is bad. We need a longer shelf life in our refrigerator and like the way that this
works now.

Please keep the 12-Day rule in place so that we can continue to have fresh milk in our refrigerators.

Printed Name Maili Address

0-7-l_
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Marcir 10 2014

Senator Tutvedt, Chairman
Econornic Affairs lnterim Committee
PO Box 201706
Helena, MT 59620-1706

Dear Senator Tutvedt and Members of the Committee

we are writing this letter as consumers to express our continued support for the "12-Day Rule,,. This issue is simply aboutprovidtng high quality product to Montana's consumers. we suppori Montana's oarry tarmers and the great product thatthey provide to us and our communities.

As consumers, we are fully capable of understanding that a sell date means that the product must be sold by that date.we are not confused as to whether this is a use by dite or a best by date. we underltand that this is a selt by date. weappteciate and want this method of dating because that means thai once we get tne mitx in our ref6gliriorrlt will lastuntil oui- family has enpyed every last drop. For some of us, we travel many i"'ir" to uuy our groceries and it isn,t as

ilIlf ff*'unning 
to the store" if our milk is bad. we need a longer shetf tife in our refrigeratlor and tike the way that this

Please keep the 12-Day rule in place so that we can continue to have fresh milk in our refrigerators.

Mailing Address

/32 lauin



lllarchl0, 2014

$enator Tutvedt, Chairman
Hconomic Affairs lnterim Committee
PO Box 201706
Helena, MT 59620-1706

$ear Senalor Tutvedt and Membets of the Committee

We are writing this letter as oonsumols to express our confinued support for the "1Z{)ay Rule'. This issue is simply about
rroviding high quality product to Montrana's consumers. We suprt Montana's dairy farmers and the great produci that
they provide to us and our communities.

,{s consumers, we are fully capable of understranding that a sell date meam that the product must be sdd by that date.
We are not confused as to tifieth€r this is a use by date or a best by date. We understand that thls ls a sell 

-by 
date, We

appreciate and want this method of dating because that meane that once tl,€ gpt lhe mllk in orr refrigerators iiwill last
rlntil our family has enioyd every last drop. For some of us, lire travd many mihe to buy 61r groc€ries and lt isn't as
$irflplo as "running to the store' if our milk is bad. We need a longer shelf lifu in our refdlerator and llke the way that this
works nour.

Ptease keep the 12-Day rule in place so thd we can contirrue b have fresh milk in or,rr refrigerators.

of
55 r.d
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